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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, and 44-45 are pending. Reconsideration of the 
May 04, 2006 Office Action is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being purportedly unpatentable over Michel K. Bowman-Amuah (USPN 
6,697,824, herein referred to as "Bowman-Amuah") in view of Jacobi et al. (USPN 
6,064,980, hereinafter "Jacobi"). 

In rejecting claim 1 , the Office has stated that "Bowman-Amuah discloses the 
invention substantially claimed. Bowman-Amuah teaches a computer-implemented 
method for rating media information by using a plurality of remotely located client 
units and a server... However, Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly discloses to 
determine an average rating of the group. In the same field of endeavor, Jacobi 
discloses to determine an average rating of the group (see Jacobi column, 2, lines 
34_45 > rated by a group of pre release users and figure 7, user rating event.)" 
Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

The Bowman-Amuah patent discloses a system and a method for interacting 
with a user over a network for personalizing a website, where the user receives 
media-enabled documents/media contents over the Internet. (See, Col. 32, lines 50- 
54). For instance, as depicted in FIG. 7 and the specification, col. 20, 1. 26 - col. 22, 
I. 13, the Bowman-Amuah patent discloses an application based upon the Netcentric 
technology, wherein the application should be developed with multi-media 
capabilities for the presentation of data (text, sound, video, etc.) on the Web. The 
Bowman-Amuah patent also discloses a Web site for providing an interface that 
allows the user to rate content or products displayed on the Website over the 
Internet. (See, Col. 46, lines 10-30, Col., 52, lines 7-25, and Col. 67, lines 7-28). In 
marked contrast, the present application discloses, inter alia, a client unit that 
receives web-based data through a network and media-based data (or, equivalently, 
media information) through a communication medium other than the network, and 
displays the web-based data along with the media-based data. The web-based data 
includes information to display rating indicator and/or time indication. The user of the 
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client unit controls the rating indicator to input the rating information of an event in 
the media information, and the rating information is transmitted from the client unit to 
the server via the network. As such, the Bowman-Amuah patent fails to teach "each 
client unit being able to receive media information via a communication medium 
other than the network... transmitting to a client unit, via the network, indicator 
information enabling the client unit to display a rating indicator along with the media 
information" (emphasis added) as recited in claim 1 . A review of the Jacobi patent 
reveals that the Jacobi patent is silent as to the recitation of claim 1 . There is no 
teaching in any reference that would motivate a skilled artisan to combine the 
teachings of any one or more of the cited references to arrive at Applicant's 
invention. As none of the cited references, alone or in combination, teach all the 
limitations of the claimed invention, Applicant respectfully asserts that a prima facie 
case of obviousness has not been established, and that claim 1 is patentable. Since 
claims 2-3, 6-9, 11-19 and 44 are proper dependent claims depending from a 
patentable independent claim, they are also patentable for at least the same reasons. 

Based on the same reasons, the cited references fail to teach, either taken 
individually or in combination, "each said client unit being operative to receive, via a 
network, indicator information to display the rating indicator, to receive, via a 
combination medium other than the network, the media information... and to transmit 
the rating information... via the network to a server" as recited in claim 21. Applicant 
respectfully asserts that a prima facie case of obviousness has not been established, 
and that claim 21 is patentable. Claims 22-28 and 45 depend from claim 21 , 
rendering them also patentable for at least the same reasons. 

As to claim 7, the Office has stated that "Bowman-Amuah teaches the 
invention as claimed, further comprising the step of displaying the media information 
along with the average rating on a visual display device (see col. 46, lines 1-30, and 
col. 85, lines 15-25)." Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant repeats the argument with regard to the Bowman-Amuah and 
Jacobi patents. In col. 46, lines 1-30, the Bowman-Amuah patent discloses a site 
that gathers information of user's actions, the content displayed, time spent or the 
duration a graphic was displayed, while the user is unaware of that the site is 
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gathering information. Then, the information is analyzed for patterns and trends. In 
contrast, the presently claimed invention discloses a server receiving a rating 
information input by the user. Moreover, the Bowman-Amuah patent does not teach 
how the information is analyzed, much less the step of "displaying the media 
information along with the average rating on a visual display device" as recited in 
claim 7. In col. 85, lines 15-25, the Bowman-Amuah patent discloses a method 
including the steps of analyzing profile of a user and attributes of media contents and 
delivering selected contents to the user. This has little to do with the invention that 
claim 7 is directed to. Thus, Applicant respectfully submits that Bowman-Amuah 
patent fails to teach the recitation of claim 7 and is irrelevant to the present 
application insofar as, inter aha, the limitation of claim 7 is concerned. Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 7. 

As to claim 14, the Office has stated that "Bowman-Amuah teaches the 
invention as claimed, wherein the combining step includes weighting the stored 
rating information and thereby weighting the average rating (see col. 61 , line 65 to 
col. 62, line 12)." Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant repeats the argument with regard to the Bowman-Amuah and 
Jacobi patents. In col. 61, line 65 - col. 62, line 12, the Bowman-Amuah patent 
discloses shipping charges based on, inter alia, gross shipping weight. In contrast, 
the presently claimed subject matter includes weighting the stored rating information 
so that the ratings represent the target demographics more accurately. Thus, the 
subject matter disclosed in col. 61, line 65 - col. 62, line 12 of the Bowman-Amuah 
patent has little to do the step of "weighting the stored rating information and thereby 
weighting the average rating" as recited in claim 14. Thus, Applicant respectfully 
submits that Bowman-Amuah patent fails to teach the recitation of claim 14 and is 
irrelevant to the present application insofar as, inter alia, the limitation of claim 14 is 
concerned. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection 
of claim 14. 

Based on the same reasons, the Bowman-Amuah patent fails to teach "the 
rating information stored in the database is weighted by the analysis unit" as recited 
in claim 22. Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 22 
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As to claim 28, the Office has stated that "Bowman-Amuah teaches the 
invention as claimed, wherein the analysis unit is adapted to produce a display of the 
average rating and the media information (see col. 21, line 21 to col. 22, line 14, and 
col. 85, lines 19-35). Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant repeats the argument with regard to the Bowman-Amuah and 
Jacobi patents. In col. 20, line 26 to col. 22, line 14, the Bowman-Amuah patent 
disclose an application based upon the Netcentric technology, wherein the 
application should be developed with multi-media capabilities for the presentation of 
data (text, sound, video, etc.) on the Web. This has little to do with "an analysis unit 
is adapted to produce a display of the average rating and the media information" as 
recited in claim 28. In col. 85, lines 19-33, the Bowman-Amuah patent discloses 
method steps for allowing a user to customize the user's website. Again, the method 
steps have little to do with the recitation of claim 28, and as such, the Bowman- 
Amuah patent is irrelevant to the present application insofar as, inter alia, the 
limitation of claim 28 is concerned. Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
rejection of claim 28. 

As to claims 44 and 45, the Office has stated that "Bowman-Amuah teaches 
the invention as claimed, further including: transmitting a time indication, via the 
network, to the client within enabling the client unit to measure a time interval... (see 
col. 57, line 64 to col. 58, line 15)." Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

In col. 57, line 64 to col. 58, line 15, the Bowman-Amuah patent discloses a 
method for administrating an e-Commerce system on a network. The method 
includes monitoring entities, such as server processes, disk space, memory 
availability, CPU utilization, access time to a server and/or a number of connections 
in an e-Commerce system, and synchronizing the internal data stored on the e- 
Commerce system with the external data stored separately from the e-Commerce 
system. As such, the Bowman-Amuah patent merely discloses a conventional 
process for updating the internal data stored in the e-Commerce system, where one 
of the items updated is based on the profiles of the users. In contrast, the presently 
claimed invention discloses an apparatus and a method for rating media information, 
wherein the rating information is input by users via client units. Each client unit is 
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able "to measure a time interval between the time indication and the time when the 
user inputs the rating information" as recited in claims 44 and 45. As such, Applicant 
respectfully submits that the Bowman-Amuah patent is irrelevant to the present 
application insofar as, inter alia, the limitation of claims 44 and 45 is concerned. 
Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claims 44 and 45. 



Based on the reasons as set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of all pending claims 

In the event that there are any questions concerning this paper, or the 
application in general, the Examiner is respectfully urged to telephone Applicant's 
undersigned representative so that prosecution of the application may be expedited. 



Conclusion 
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